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What is the BIG BOOK AWARD 2018? 

Thank you for taking part in the fifth Shrewsbury Bookfest BIG Book Award project and helping to choose the best 

book published during the last two years for 9-11-year-olds. There has been an amazing response to this year’s sign 

up with a total of 31 schools and 1252 pupils reading and voting. This is a wider reach than ever before! 

How has the BIG Book Award Shortlist been chosen? 
The Book Award Shortlist has been chosen with the help of primary school children from Longden, 

Wrockwardine Wood, Much Wenlock, Castlefields (Bridgnorth), Oxon, Greenfields and Coleham schools, who 

between them read and commented on a list of around 55 titles nominated for the Award submitted by the 

major children’s publishers. We are very grateful to those pupils and their teachers for their efforts and 

enthusiasm.  

The six titles on the Shortlist are the ones they felt were good reads for both boys and girls from 9 to 11, made 

you think about things, had characters you can believe in and had a great storyline. They loved them and we 

hope you do too. 

Your school has been given multiple copies of each of the six shortlisted titles, which are now yours to keep: 

 They Didn't Teach THIS in Worm School - Simone Lia 

 The Legend of Podkin One-Ear - Kieran Larwood 

 The Matilda Effect - Ellie Irving 

 A Storm of Strawberries - Jo Cotterill 

 Jake Atlas & the Tomb of the Emerald Snake - Rob Lloyd Jones 

 Letters from the Lighthouse - Emma Carroll 

 

Additional copies of the books 
Schools Library Service has ordered 8 group read sets for each of the shortlisted titles. These are available for 

all schools that subscribe to the Gold Service to borrow on a first come first served, 2-week loan basis.  

 Do the children have to read all six books? 
We are asking children to choose their favourite book from the shortlist. In order to be able to compare and 

choose between them, they will obviously need to read as many of the books as they can. However, we don’t 

expect all children to read all six books – although we hope that many confident readers will do so. You may 

want to set goals with individual children of reading 2/3/4/5.  

When is the voting deadline? 
The final deadline for votes is FRIDAY 16th March 2018. We kindly request that votes are submitted using the 

excel spreadsheet that will be sent out after half-term.  
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What is the voting procedure? 
The voting system allows the children to vote according to the number of books they have read.  The more 

books they read, the more points they will have to award to their favourite(s). Full guidelines for voting are 

included on the individual voting cards. The book with the highest number of points will be the winner of Book 

Award 2018. Please email the total number of points for each title to sophiep@phonecoop.coop ON OR 

BEFORE FRIDAY 16th MARCH 2018.  

When will the winner be announced? 
The winner of the Shrewsbury Bookfest, BIG Book Award 2018 will be announced at the Book Award 

Ceremony. This will be at Theatre Severn on Friday 27th April 2018. We very much hope that the winning 

author will be there to receive his/her prize. 

How do we book tickets for the Award Ceremony? 
The Award Ceremony will take place in Theatre Severn in Shrewsbury, on Friday 27th April from 10am until 12 

midday.    

Schools that have chosen the option to attend the ceremony at Theatre Severn will have been allocated seats at 

the theatre based on the numbers they indicated on the booking form.  There is no need for these schools to 

contact the theatre and book tickets.  Schools are reminded that they will need to make their own transport 

arrangements for this. 

For those who have not chosen to attend the Award Ceremony, or will have a cohort of pupils remaining at school 

on the morning of 27th April, they will be able to watch the ceremony unfold as it happens via a live satellite feed 

broadcast through the internet.  All that is required is a reliable internet connection, a laptop and digital projector 

and screen or laptop linked to a whiteboard.  Full details of how to access the live feed will be sent to these schools 

nearer the time of the Award Ceremony.    

Competitions 
1. Art: We are very grateful to The Arts Society, Shrewsbury, who are running an Art Competition for all 

children taking part in the Big Book Award project. Full details and art paper are included in this pack. 

2. Film Trailers:  Based on the enthusiasm in Big Book Award 2014 and 2016 in creating film trailers for the 

shortlisted titles, we have once again included this project so as to give all schools an opportunity to submit 

a film.  Full information is included in this pack. 

3. Letter Writing: As reading and writing go hand in hand, we have planned an exciting writing competition, 

where pupils are asked to write a letter to a key character in one of the shortlisted titles. 

 Full information on the competitions is included in this pack. 
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Case Studies 
Every year Shrewsbury Bookfest has to secure funding to be able to continue its work for children across 

Shropshire.  We need to demonstrate the impact the Book Award project has on engaging children in reading 

and we would be very grateful for your help.  We would be very keen to hear your stories of a pupil or pupils 

have been positively affected by taking part in Book Award. This may be educationally, psychologically, socially 

or in another way. These case studies can be very powerful and above all, we love hearing them! Case studies 

can remain anonymous. 

Other recommended reads for Years 5 and 6 
As you can imagine, choosing a shortlist of just 6 books from a longlist of 55 titles was very difficult. There 

were a number of close contenders that were particularly enjoyed by the Year 5 and 6 children who took part 

in the judging process. Details of these books can be found on the Shrewsbury Bookfest website: 

www.shrewsburybookfest.co.uk - follow the link to Recommended Reads. 

Book Award children’s forum on the Shrewsbury Bookfest website 
We will be setting up a forum on the Shrewsbury Bookfest website where children taking part in the Big Book 

Award will be able to post their comments on the books they are reading. This forum will be carefully 

moderated by Bookfest staff and apart from the child’s name and school, no personal details will be shared. 

Comments/queries 
If you have any comments or queries regarding any aspect of the Bookfest Book Award Project, please contact 

the Bookfest Coordinator for your school. 

Book Award for Key Stage 1 – The PICTURE Book Award 

We are also excited to announce that 17 schools and 546 pupils have also signed up to take part in our exciting new 

venture for Key Stage 1, The PICTURE Book Award. Further details and support materials for this project will be 

provided at the end of Spring Term 2018. 

  

http://www.shrewsburybookfest.co.uk/
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BIG BOOK AWARD 2018 

CLASS ACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS 

 

At the Start of the Project – January 2018: 

Introducing the Books: 

 Make a big thing of opening the box of books.  

 Look up the authors online with the children. 

 Read the blurb out to the children. 

 Read the first page or chapter to (or with) the children. 

Introducing the Project: 

 Explain the process to the children so they know what they are going to be doing, why, who else is involved, 

and what it is building up to (the award ceremony). 

To Start:   

 Create a borrowing list. List of books with the dates and names of children who are reading them. The name 

is highlighted as the books come back in. This is good for showing which books have a faster turnover, where 

the books are at any time, which children have read which books and who may be taking a while with one 

book.  

 Use raffle tickets to help with allocation of the books. 

 Keep one book back to read to the whole class so everyone has had the opportunity to have read one book. 

 

General On-going Activities throughout the Reading Project 

Authors:  

 Allow/encourage the children to contact the authors through their websites and via their publishers. 

 Research other novels written by the shortlisted authors. 

Reviews: 

 Cut out speech bubbles and let the children write up their own reviews of the books as they read them. 

These could be stuck on a corner/wall of the classroom or in the library. 

 Ownership of the book corner/reading area is given over to the children. They can draw, write and put up 

anything they wish to.  Laminated colour front covers are also displayed there as a constant reminder of the 

books. (Please note, there is a link on the Bookfest website to some Big Book Award display materials) 
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Online Blog: 

 Create a blog where the children can post reviews. Some schools have followed this in past years and it 

provoked response from other children around the country and even the world, giving a huge boost to the 

children. 

Analytic Activities: 

 Children to write alternative blurbs/character studies etc. 

 How would you communicate the story/book/character using just, for example, 5 words? 

 Write a Tweet (limited no. of characters) of a book character. 

 Predict the story from just reading the chapter titles. 

 To create familiarity with the texts by narrating the stories (miming/acting out a scene) and sound-scapes. 

 Try a dramatic re-telling using actions and “Talk for Writing” 

Discussion Groups: 

 Most important to show enthusiasm and where possible to read the books with them/to them. 

 Use a thermometer of emotion with 2 chairs. Ask the children if they agree/disagree with point/contentious 

issue and then develop this through discussion/reasoning. 

 “Deliver a line”/dialogue/narrative, getting the children to think about the emotion/expression involved and 

how different people may interpret it. 

 Timetable regular ‘chats’ as a class about the books. Who is reading what? What do they think so far?  Any 

favourites coming through?   

 Identify opportunities for impromptu discussions to keep the children engaging with each other about the 

stories.  

 Create reading sessions later on in the project, grouping the children who have read the same book for 

teacher-led discussions. 

 Post early morning questions on the board as the children come in to school, for example,  which character 

in the books has had the biggest effect on you and why?  Which part of one of the books is the funniest and 

why?  Can you rewrite the blurb for one of the books? 

 Video conference (with other schools?) to discuss characters in the books. 

Competitions:                      
 Art  

 Film Trailer 

 Letter Writing  
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The Arts Society, Shrewsbury BIG BOOK AWARD 2018 ART COMPETITION 

As their Young Arts Project for 2018, The Arts Society, Shrewsbury Branch, with the support of Shrewsbury Museum & 

Art Gallery, has kindly offered to sponsor and run an art competition for schools taking part in the BIG Book Award 2018 

project. 

Entry Criteria: 
 Children are invited to submit one picture illustrating a scene from one of the shortlisted books. 

 Children may use any medium they choose except collage. 

 All competition entries must be on the A4 sheets of cartridge paper included in the Big Book Award packs.   

       We regret that we cannot accept larger pieces of artwork. 

 Please make ensure a label (supplied) showing pupil’s name, school, book and illustrated scene (page) is 

attached to the back of their entry. 

Entries to: 
Please post all competition entries to:  J E V Wallace, 3 Roseway, Worthen, Shrewsbury, SY5 9HN.  Please ensure 

you place correct postage on the envelope. 

Closing Date: 
The closing date for entries is Friday 16th March 2018.  Please ensure you allow time for postage. 

Judging: 
The Judging Panel will be chosen by The Arts Society, Shrewsbury Branch; it will include teachers as well as 

artists.  Judges will be looking at the following when making their final decision: 

 Picture composition (use of the formal elements) 

 Effective depiction of the chosen scene 

 Technical skills.  E.g.  Application of media/quality of drawing 

 Creativity and originality 

Prizes: 
Prizes will be given to best art work from each participating school.  (Note: A minimum of 6 entries are required from 

each school in order for entries to be put through to the judging panel).   There will also be a prize for the overall 

best picture and second, third and fourth place which will be announced and prizes presented at the Awards 

Ceremony, Theatre Severn on Friday 27nd April 2018. 

Public Display: 
The winning pictures and best entries will be displayed at the Awards Ceremony and then at the Shrewsbury 

Museum & Art Gallery, The Music Hall, Market St, Shrewsbury, Shropshire SY1 1LG until the end of May 2018. 
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BIG BOOK AWARD 2018 FILM TRAILER COMPETITION 

Following on from the enthusiasm and creative efforts of the schools that created film trailers for the Book Award 2014 

and 2016 shortlisted books. We have included the opportunity for schools to take part in this competition again for the 

BIG Book Award 2018.  This competition gives children (and their teachers!) the opportunity to develop dramatic skills, 

film making and editorial skills in interpreting a story. 

Entry Criteria: 
 Schools are invited to create a film trailer that inspires other children to read one of the shortlisted books. 

 Each school may submit up to 3 film trailers. 

 Each film trailer must be no longer than 2 minutes in duration. 

 Film trailers to be submitted in the following file formats:  FMP4, .MOV, QuickTime or MP4. 

Entries to: 
 Please send all entries via WeTransfer (www.wetransfer.com) to joanna.hughes@shrewsburybookfest.co.uk 

Closing Date: 
The closing date for entries is Friday 16th March 2018.  

The Winning Entries: 
The best film trailers for each shortlisted title will be screened at the Award Ceremony.  The films will also be put on 

Shrewsbury Bookfest’s website and onto the YouTube channel.  Judges will consider the following criteria when 

making their final decision: 

 Accuracy (Is the film true to the story? Does the film create the right mood? Do the scene, costumes, and 

characters fit the story?) 

 Creativity (level of creativity in angles, shots, animation, illustration etc; where different techniques are used 

to create a desired effect) 

 Performance (How strong are the performances, if any?) 

 Does it draw you in? (How much does it make you want to read the book?) 

Video Tutorial: 
A video tutorial on how to get the most out of producing film trailers is available on the Bookfest website 

(www.shrewsburybookfest.co.uk). This tutorial has been produced by Aaron Child from Painted Life Productions in 

partnership with pupils from Mount Pleasant Primary School. 

Looking for Inspiration? 
Take a look at the trailers of the shortlisted titles created by the children during Book Award 2016 to see how far this 

medium inspires creativity and originality:  www.youtube.com/channel/UCTgsSBuzO2hKBtA-Bwk4wiw.   HAVE FUN! 

http://www.wetransfer.com/
http://www.shrewsburybookfest.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTgsSBuzO2hKBtA-Bwk4wiw
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BIG BOOK AWARD 2018 LETTER WRITING COMPETITION 

We are delighted to offer the readers of Big Book Award 2018 the chance to show off their letter writing skills. There 

could be some future prize-winning authors out there! We would like the pupils to consider a character in one of the 

short-listed titles and write a letter to that character offering some advice at a key point in the plot. 

E.g.  Advising George, what next to do with his medicine in ‘George’s Marvellous Medicine’ 

        Helping Harry to cope with Professor Snape’s apparent favouritism in ‘Harry Potter’ 

        Persuading Peter, not to go with the White Queen in ‘The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe” 

Entry Criteria: 
 Children are invited to submit a letter to a character from ONE of the six shortlisted titles, offering them some 

advice at a key point in the plot. 

 This may be persuasive text or a balanced argument style. 

 The letter may be formal or informal but must be in the style of a personal letter. 

 Children may handwrite or type their letters. 

 Please ensure a label (supplied) showing: pupil’s name, school, book and character (chapter focussed on) is 

attached to the back of their entry. 

Basic Guidelines: 
Letters should be written according to basic letter writing rules. Guidelines can be found at: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/writing/letters/read/4/ 

Entries to: 
Please post all competition entries to:  Mrs A McGowan, 34 Kennedy Road, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY3 7AB.   

IMPORTANT NOTE: Unfortunately letters cannot be returned to your school so please ensure any copies required for 

writing evidence/books/display are made before posting or, alternatively please send us the copy. 

Closing Date: 
The closing date for entries is Friday 16th March 2018.  Please ensure you allow time for postage. 

Judging: 

The Judging Panel will be chosen by a panel including teachers and literacy specialists. Judges will be looking at the 

following when making their final decision: 

 Letter writing composition (use of formal elements). 

 Appropriate and well-thought out advice given to the character. 

 Literacy skills.  E.g. use of appropriate and powerful language, structure e.g. introduction/conclusion,  

               use of conjunctions  e.g. therefore, although. 

 Creativity and originality 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/english/writing/letters/read/4/
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Prizes: 
Prizes will be given to the best letter from each participating school.  (Note: A minimum of 6 entries are required from 

each school in order for entries to be put through to the judging panel).  

There will also be prizes for overall first, second, third and fourth place which will be announced and prizes presented 

at the Awards Ceremony, Theatre Severn on Friday 27nd April 2018. 

It is hoped that the authors will respond to these winning letters. 

 


